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Efficiency and Savings From  
Mild Winter Help Bridge Work 
By Jocelynn Clemings

Cafe Ah-Roma owner Mary Wright-Ally.

Construction of the first Innerbelt Bridge continues along at pace. On 
April 5, crew members used a beam clamp – one of two – to lift this 50,000 
pound beam into the air.  Structural steel erection began this spring and 
will continue through the summer and fall.  Photo courtesy ODOT.

Cafe Ah-Roma:
Where Everybody  
Knows Your Name 
By Bronson Peshlakai

President Barack Obama spoke to an enthusiastic crowd at a campaign rally held June 14 at the Cuyahoga Community College Metropolitan 
Campus in Cleveland. The audience in a packed gymnasium of about 1500 people listened to Obama speak about his economic policy. 
National media outlets were here in the Campus District to broadcast the event to the world. Photo by Bronson Peshlakai.

From left - Stokes principal Fatima Wright, retired Congressman louis Stokes, 
Sisters of Charity Health System CEO Sister judith Ann Karam, Mrs. Candy 
Carson, Councilwoman Phyllis Cleveland and Sue Krey, president of the Sisters 
of Charity Foundation celebrate the opening of the Ben Carson Reading Room, 
along with an area Boy Scout troop, comprised of Stokes students. Photo cour-
tesy Sisters of Charity Foundation.

President Obama Speaks 
at Tri-C's Metro Campus

The aroma of fresh cof-
fee beans, sounds of a whirling 
steamed cappuccino machine, and 
the sight of friendly smiling faces 
all greet guests at Cafe Ah-Roma, 
located in the heart of Cleveland’s 
Campus District.

The cafe serves a vast array of 
people who live and work in the 
area. Mary Wright-Ally, owner of 
Cafe Ah-Roma here, and in Berea, 
said the downtown location is “like a 
little community that has developed 
‘just right’ over the past 10 years, 
Continued on Page 2 

“That welcome 
factor is what we 
try to create"
—Mary Wright-Ally,  
owner of Cafe Ah-Roma

Carson Reading Room Opens  
at Stokes Academy 
Read the Full Story On Page 5

Earlier this year, the Ohio Department of Trans-
portation (ODOT) announced a $1.6 billion short-
fall that affected major transportation projects in 
communities throughout Ohio.  Due to the inflating 
cost of construction materials, more fuel efficient 
vehicles and declining fuel consumption; fuel  
Continued on Page 4 
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Become an Observer!
The Campus District Observer is 

looking for people to get involved in the 
newspaper and the neighborhood. We seek 
volunteer writers, photographers, designers 
and illustrators to help with production of the 
newspaper. It does not matter if you are a pro-
fessional or amateur, our editorial staff will be 
glad to help you through the process. Register 
online at our website to submit stories, press 
releases, letters to the editor and photos. 

A NOte fROm the PubliSheR:  
CAmPuS DISTRICT ObSeRveR CelebRATeS 
ONe YeAR ANNIveRSARY
By Rockette Richardson

upcoming Submission 
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With this edition, the Campus 
District Observer community 
newspaper celebrates its one-year 
anniversary. 

Thanks to all our 
readers, advertisers, writers, 
photographers and supporters, 
as well as to the Campus District 
board of trustees and member 
organizations. Without All of you, 
this newspaper would not have been 
possible. 

A very special note of 
appreciation is due the Sisters of 
Charity Foundation, their president 
Sue Krey and their  communications 
officer, joan Mazzolini. The 
Foundation provided the start-up 
investment eleven months ago for 
this initiative, and continues to be a 
strong partner and collaborator in 
our continued success. 

Our success is also due to the 
hard work, vision and dedication 
of the members of the newspaper’s 
Advisory Committee. Fred Seals, 

Delores Gray, joan Mazzolini, 
jack Hagan, April Miller, Bernie 
Doyle, jimeka Holloway and Karen 
Perkowski have been part of this 
wonderful group of volunteers almost 
since the beginning.  Recently, Taryn 
Gress with Civic Commons, and 
retirees Shirley Mette and Ann Bell 
have joined the Advisory Committee, 
along with Cortney Kilbury and 
Nichelle McCall. 

And a special thanks to former 
Advisory Comittee member 
Renee Evans, who was part of the 
neighborhood planning process, the 
Collaborative Campus, where the 
idea of a community newspaper for 
this neighborhood was born.

A special “thank you” is 
also due our graphic designer, 
Steve Thomas. A Tri-C student, 
Steve’s creative eye and expert design 
work has taken the look and feel of 
this publication to a whole new level.

I’m pleased to announce the 
hiring of Bronson Peshlakai as 

our new editor. He follows in the 
footsteps of Mark Duluk (who is 
now pursuing his real passion, 
architecture) and Rachel Wilson, 
who recently left for Nairobi, Kenya, 
to spend a year working with 
budding entrepreneurs there, as part 
of a faith-based microenterprise 
initiative. 

Bronson is a current Tri-C 
student, pursuing a business degree, 
and has an extensive background in 
journalism and newspaper reporting, 
including serving as a public affairs 
reporter for the daily newspaper in 
Pierre, South Dakota, a copy editor 
for the Aberdeen American News, 
also in South Dakota, and as part 
of  the story development team for 
the CBS News program “48 Hours 
Mystery.” 

Bronson can be reached at:  
editor@campusdistrictobserver.com 
or by cell at (216) 688-9466.

Rockette Richardson is executive 
director of the Campus District.

where everyone knows your name.”
“That welcome factor is what we try 

to create at both our locations,” Mary 
said. “So when you come here, whether 
you are having a stressful day at work 
or in classes, someone here is going 
to know your name; someone’s going 
know what you like, maybe not the first 
time you come here, but by at least the 
second or third time here, and they will 
appreciate the fact that you came by.”

lying in the shadow of Trinity 
Cathedral on Euclid just east of E. 
18th Street, Cafe Ah-Roma has been 
around enough years to see significant 
changes along the Euclid corridor. 
Wright-Ally said Cleveland State Uni-
versity has recently stepped forward to 
establish a new “home away from 
home” for students, as well as com-
muters  and business people who stop 
in the shop during the day.

“In the last 10 years, I’ve seen this 
campus just blossom. There’s a vi-
brancy here that wasn’t here when we 
first moved in. It’s beautiful now; the 
kids are engaged in a way that I don’t 
think they were 10 years ago,” Wright-

Ally said. “It used to be a campus that 
everybody came to and left, and now 
it’s a campus where there is a campus 
life and there are things to do that 
keep the students active around here 
– which is great for small businesses 
around campus.”

Mary said the empty store fronts 
around the neighborhood are becom-
ing occupied, adding that keeping 
small businesses alive in the Campus 
District is important to the other busi-
ness owners in the area.

“I would like to see some diversity 
in the area,” Mary said of the busi-
nesses in the district. “I’m not op-
posed to another restaurant opening, 
but maybe a branch of a bank, or a 
laundromat might be helpful for the 
neighborhood.”

Mary said having CSU as a 
neighbor is an awesome relationship, 
especially when CSU Police stop in to 
say “hi”, and the thought that they are 
always keeping a watch on the neigh-
borhood on both sides of Euclid Av-
enue, not just on campus. “you have to 
give applause to the CSU Police,” she 

said. “Sometimes we don’t give them 
enough appreciation for the work they 
do to keep our neighborhood safe.”

Trinity Cathedral leases space to 
Cafe Ah-Roma, and Mary said she 
couldn’t ask for a better landlord. 
“They do so much in the commu-
nity, and so much that this area stays 
vibrant,” Mary said. “They always con-
sider how they can make this a better 
environment for everybody.”

Whether you’re a business per-
son, student, professor, community 
developer or just a passer-by, Mary 
wants you to know that you’re always 
welcome to coffee, tea or a sandwich at 
Cafe Ah-Roma. This quaint little cof-
fee shop next to Trinity Cathedral can 
become your home away from home.

Bronson Peshlakai is editor of the 
Campus District Observer. He is also 
a business management student at the 
Cuyahoga Community College Metro 
Campus where he is associate editor of 
“The Voice” newspaper.

Cafe Ah-Roma: Where Everybody Knows Your Name 
Continued from Page 1

“Someone here will know 
your name…and they 
will appreciate the fact 
that you came by.”
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Cleveland Public library has cre-
ated one of the most dynamic and inter-
active technology centers in the area 
that is likely unrivaled by any library 
or city in the country. On june 14, CPl 
unveiled TechCentral, a $1 million 
remodeling of substantial space in the 
downtown library’s louis Stokes Wing, 

turning it into an exciting, technologi-
cally innovative space for all Cleveland-
ers to enjoy and use for their personal 
and professional growth. CPl Director 
Felton Thomas joined stakeholders, 
patrons and staff to kick off the festivi-
ties and to cut the ribbon on this new 
state-of-the-art technology center.

the library of the future is here:  
TechCentral Opens Downtown  
By Cathy Poilpre

TechCentral area now open at the downtown Cleveland Public Library. Photo Courtesy CPL.

TechCentral completes the first 
phase of CPl’s $12-13.5 million 
Downtown Destination Plan. This 
transformation will better connect 
CPl’s downtown buildings with the 
developments of East 4th Street, 
Horseshoe Casino, plans for Public 
Square, and Medical Mart and Con-
vention Center.

“We’re positioning CPl for the 
future by transforming our down-
town buildings into active, educa-
tional and entertaining spaces for all 
Clevelanders to use,” Thomas said. 
“The opening of TechCentral is a 
major success in our efforts to build 
the library of the future. Residents, 
employees and visitors to downtown 
Cleveland are finding more active 
public and private spaces to enjoy, 
and CPl continues to be one of 
these major destinations.”  

some of the highlights of 
Techcentral include: 
 Online access: to social media, 

email, and job search, research 
engines and assistance;

 “TechToyBox”: where iPads, 
tablets, Kindles, Nooks, and 
more will be available for pa-
trons to play with or try out for 
the first time with well-trained 
staff available for one-on-one 
assistance and training;

 Mycloud: CPl is the first library 
in the country to offer technol-
ogy that begins in TechCentral 

where patrons can check out thin 
clients (small, flexible laptop-like 
machines), and then use them 
anywhere in the library. Patrons 
can set up their own personal-
ized desktop experience;

 eMedia: From eBooks to audio-
books to MyTunes (free music 
downloads) and videos, patrons 
will have easy access to the latest 
books, songs and videos;

 computer access: Brand new 
PCs, Macs, linux PCs, printers, 
and a 3-D printer, for 3-D model-
ing, will be available for patrons 
to use. library staff will be on 
hand to help with all of this new 
technology, providing one-on-
one assistance, training classes 
and special events for patrons;

 interactive Tech Wall: There 
will be a 70-inch monitor with 
interactive programming and 
a video wall with graphics and 
information about TechCentral.

For more information about 
Cleveland Public library, please visit 
www.cpl.org.

Cathy Poilpre is Assistant 
Marketing & Communications Ad-
ministrator at the Cleveland Public 
Library. CPL serves 4 million 
patrons annually at 28 branches 
across the city, lending more than 
6.5 million items from a collection 
of more than 10 million.
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tax revenue has decreased.  Since ODOT 
is funded completely with motor fuel tax 
revenue, this meant that some big-ticket 
projects had to be pushed back years.   But in 
june, ODOT had some good news to share! 

Due to improved efficiency, savings 
from a mild winter, workforce and vehicle 
fleet reductions, higher than projected gas 
tax receipts and the elimination of federal 
earmarks, ODOT is now able to dump 
$400 million into the budget for major new 
construction projects throughout the state 
– including the Innerbelt Bridge project.

“I have said time and time again that 
we have great people at ODOT who are 
going to amaze us and that’s happening 
right now,” said ODOT Director jerry 
Wray. “Our employees are working at a 
rapid pace to reduce our cost of doing 
business and improve service to the state’s 
motoring public. We’re innovating and ap-
proaching the delivery of services in a new 
way, and all of this is allowing us to save 
millions of dollars that we can put into our 
major construction budget.”

ODOT has saved a total of $400 
million over the next five fiscal years 
(2013-2017) and added that money to 
the state’s capital budget.

That means demolition of the exist-
ing Innerbelt Bridge and construction of 
a new eastbound span can happen much 
sooner than earlier projections.  Funds 
for the demolition of the existing bridge 
have been approved by the Transporta-
tion Review Advisory Council (TRAC) 
– a permanent body of predominantly 
non-ODOT personnel which develops 

and modifies a project selection process 
and which approves major new projects for 
funding.  Demolition of the existing bridge 
will now begin as soon as all traffic is moved 
onto the new westbound Innerbelt Bridge in 
late 2013 – as was originally planned.   

Construction of the new eastbound 
span has been moved up to begin in 2016, 
representing only a short delay from the 
original schedule. 

“We’re closing the gap,” said Dis-
trict 12 Deputy Director Myron Pak-
ush.  “ODOT stands with the people of 
Cleveland and will continue to seek funds 
to finish this priority project as soon as 
money becomes available.” 

“We understand the importance of 
this project and its impact on jobs, com-
merce, commuters and northeast Ohio’s 
economic recovery,” Pakush continued.  
“That is why we are doing everything we 
can to seek out innovative and alterna-
tive funding sources.”

Earlier this year, ODOT applied for 
$125 million as part of the “TIGER IV” 
federal grant program and is still awaiting 
word as to if any of those funds will be 
awarded to the project.

The Department is hopeful that addi-
tional funding will become available in order 
to move forward with the Eastbound Bridge 
project on its original timeline and limit 
impacts to commuters and businesses alike.

For the latest on Innerbelt construc-
tion, motorists are encouraged to log-on 
to www.Innerbelt.org.  Visitors to the site 
may sign-up to receive project related 
e-mails, view Construction Connection, the 
official newsletter of the Innerbelt project, 
or find links to both Facebook and Twitter.

For questions or concerns, call 
the Innerbelt hotline at 216.344.0069 
(855.803.5280 toll-free) or e-mail the team 
at Info@Innerbelt.org.

Jocelynn Clemings is a member of 
ODOT’s communications team.  Cleve-
land’s Innerbelt Bridge Project will 
construct a new I-90 westbound bridge 
over the Cuyahoga River. The existing 
I-90 bridge will remain open while the 
new bridge is constructed. When the new 
westbound bridge is complete in the fall of 
2013, it will be used to carry both direc-
tions of traffic while the old I-90 bridge 
is demolished and a new I-90 eastbound 
bridge is designed and built. When traffic 
is moving in both directions on the new 
bridge, there will be some entrance and 
exit ramps that will not be available until 
the second bridge is complete.

Marion-Sterling Team Earns 
"Silver" Ranking in Dancing 
Classrooms Competition
 

SAfeR bY DeSigN:  
CSU Safety Program Assists Campus District Businesses
By Beverly Pettrey

Marines Deployed to Community  
Service at Central Recreation Center

Marion-Sterling Elementary School fifth graders recently 
competed in Dancing Classrooms of Northeast Ohio's 
Grand Finale, held at PlayhouseSquare's Ohio Theatre. 
Before a cheering audience of friends and family, the 
Marion-Sterling students, competing "Blue Team" 
earned a "silver" ranking in the team match. Dancing 
Classrooms Northeast Ohio is a nonprofit organization 
that helps children build social awareness, confidence 
and self-esteem through the practice of social dance.  
All photos by Shelby m . Simler Photography .

About 60 u .S . marines from brook Park’s 3rd battalion, 25th marine Regiment 
stormed the Central Recreation Center in the Campus District during "marine 

Week" last month . The troops assisted with painting, mulching, roof cleaning and 
general cleanup at the Center, one of several locations throughout the area where 

marines spent their community service day, giving back to the neighborhood .  
All photos by William Myers.

The Cleveland State University Po-
lice Department (CSUPD) patrols the 
CSU campus daily, responsible for all 
campus buildings and parking lots be-
tween Payne and Carnegie and E. 12th 
and E. 30th. In addition to patrolling 
CSU’s buildings and lots, CSUPD has a 
Mutual Aid Agreement with Cleveland 
Police Department (CPD)to handle 
incidents on the city streets surround-
ing the campus area. 

Many of the businesses on or near 
CSU’s campus have recently joined 
the Campus District and positively 
contribute to CSU’s environment. 
Although CPD has jurisdiction over 

these businesses if a crime occurs, CSU 
police take equal interest in the safety 
and security of its neighbors. CSUPD 
has made it a point to stop in and greet 
business owners along Euclid Avenue 
to make it known that they are in the 
area and willing to assist. 

One effort to make CSU’s envi-
ronment safer is the implementation 
of “Safer by Design,” a collabora-
tion between members from the CSU 
Police Department and CSU’s Division 
of Capital Planning. Its mission is to 
create an increasingly safer campus 
environment by working within the pa
Continued on Page 6 

efficiency & Savings 
from mild Winter help 
bridge Work 
Continued from Page 1

A crew member welds sections of the steel support tower for 
“Pier 10” – one of 14 total piers – on May 23.  Construction 
of the new westbound bridge continues without delay, and, 
thanks to improved efficiency and other savings, ODOT 
is able to move forward more quickly with the eastbound 
bridge too. Photo courtesy ODOT.
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Photo of Trinity Cathedral by Chris Pappas.

Come Casual and Cool to trinity Cathedral this Summer 
Free Yoga and Tai Chi Classes Offered 
By April Miller

Sunday exercise classes are once 
again being offered this summer at 
Trinity Cathedral. Alternating weekly, 
yoga and tai chi classes begin at 9 a.m. 
Sunday mornings and are open to all.

Beginners are welcome to both 
classes and children are welcome to 
participate if accompanied by an adult. 
“It is a really good physical exercise,” 
explains George Anderson, who leads 
tai chi. “It is a meditation for the body 
and mind. At Trinity, I’m teaching 
it not as a martial art but more for 
stretching, relaxation and paying 
attention to your breathing.”

Yoga will be held:  
july 1, 15 and 29; plus Aug. 12 and 26

Tai chi will be held:  
july 8 and 22; Aug. 5 and 19; and Sept. 2

The weekly Sunday exercise class 
is part of Trinity’s Summer Sundays 
program that includes worship services at 
8 and 10 a.m., Bible Study at 9 a.m. and  
 
 

a drop-in class (“The Episcopal Church 
Welcomes you, Really!”) for those 
looking to learn more about the Episcopal 
Church, also at 9 a.m. The summer 
schedule runs from july 1 through Sept. 2.

And if you’d like to sing in the 
Cathedral’s pick-up summer choir, 
stop by on july 8 or Aug. 19. Singers 
of all ages and abilities are welcome 
for these summer Sundays! Meet in 
the choir room at 9:15 a.m. to rehearse 
briefly for the 10 a.m. service.

April Miller is communications director 
at Trinity Cathedral, the Episcopal Church 
in downtown Cleveland. 

Trinity invites participation from 
people of all faiths, races, nationalities 
and walks of life. For more information 
on Trinity Cathedral and its programs, 
please call 216-771-3630 or visit www.
trinitycleveland.org. Trinity Cathedral 
is located at 2230 Euclid Avenue in 
downtown Cleveland.

Ohio’s first Dr. Ben Carson Reading Room 
opened in late May at Carl & louis Stokes 
Central Academy. 

To celebrate the occasion, Carson Scholars 
Fund Co-Founder Candy Carson and Congress-
man louis Stokes, and other guests and students, 
attended the May 23 opening-day ceremony and 
ribbon cutting. Stokes donated a book to the 
room on the history of African Americans in 
Congress from the 1800s to 2007.  

Carson read to the preschoolers, and the Boy 
Scouts at Stokes greeted and guided guests to the 
room for the opening ceremony.

local artist Chairmaine B. Spencer, created 
a “tree” for the corner of the room and Deborah 
McHamm, a Cultural Exchange president was 
instrumental in the book selection. The room 
was made over to be an attractive, fun place for 
students to enjoy the pleasure of reading.

The Ben Carson Reading Project is one of 
the educational programs implemented by the 

nonprofit Carson Scholars Fund.  Ben Carson 
Reading Rooms are designed to encourage 
young students and their families to discover 
the pleasure found in independent leisure read-
ing and to recognize the true power of learning. 
More than 70 reading rooms in 11 states have 
been created. The Sisters of Charity Founda-
tion of Cleveland supported the creation of 
the Stokes Reading Room with a grant to the 
Carson Scholars Fund in honor of the 15th an-
niversary of the foundation.

Calling All       

We Want Your Story! Write or report for the Campus District 
Observer. For more details contact us at info@campusdistrict.org

Writers & reporters

Carson Reading Room  
Opens at Stokes Academy
By Joan Mazzolini

Kindergarten students listen attentively as Mrs. Candy Carson reads to them from the book "The Hungry Caterpillar" at the dedication 
ceremony for the official opening of the Ben Carson Reading Room.  Photo courtesy Sisters of Charity Foundation.

"Ben carson reading rooms 
are designed to encourage young 
students and their families to discover 
the pleasure found in independent 
leisure reading and to recognize the 
true power of learning." 
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CSu farmers market 
bustles On Opening Day,  
lasts till end Of September
By Bronson Peshlakai and Erika Meschkat

In the shadow of Cleveland 
State University on the historic 
Euclid Avenue corridor. the North 
Union Farmers Market at CSU 
brings an urban desert oasis of 
fresh and local farm foods to the 
Campus District.

Every Thursday through Sept. 
27 starting at 11 a.m., between 
East 18th and 21st streets, the 
farmers market sparks to life with 
local farmers showcasing their 
fresh-grown produce, dairy and 
meat products, honey and maple 
syrups. Bakers present delicious 
breads and pastries, and artisan 
food producers feature items such 
as cheese, jellies, mustards, pasta, 
and many other food items.

This year, the food market an-
nounced participation in the Pro-
duce Perks Incentive Program of 
the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County 
Food Policy Coalition.

“The incentive is a dollar-for-
dollar match for every dollar spent up 
to $10 using an Ohio Direction Card 

at the market,” said Emma Anderson, 
publicist for the North Union Farm-
ers Market. “There is no minimum 
purchase amount to qualify for the 
incentives, and as the name suggests, 
‘Produce Perks’ are only good for 
purchasing fruits and vegetables.”

Food benefit users wishing to 
use their food assistance benefits 
can swipe their card at one central 
terminal, located at the mar-
ket’s information booth and ask 
to withdraw a desired amount. The 
market will then provide tokens 
for the transaction in addition 
to Produce Perks that can be spent 
on fruits and vegetables.

“The EBT incentive program is 
the best-of-the-best of and for our 
people,” said Cleveland City Coun-
cilman joe Cimperman (Ward 3) 
in a release. “From farmers leav-
ing farmers markets with empty 
trucks, to residents leaving with 
fuller, fresher, greener, healthier 
satchels—this program matches 
integrity with nutrition, and in-

novation with health. If you ever 
wanted to see the 2012 version of 
the loaves and fishes, this is it.”

Other highlights enticing visi-
tors to the farmers market at CSU 
is live music by Moises Borges and 
his music troupe, and free salsa 
samplings provided by Chipotle.

For more information on the 
program and to see a list of partici-
pating markets in 2012, visit the 
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Food 
Policy Coalition’s website at www.
cccfoodpolicy.org . The coalition 
was convened in 2007 and oper-
ates with the support of over 100 
other organizations, businesses 
and public entities in a public-pri-
vate partnership to improve issues 
related to health and food security 
in Cuyahoga County.

North Union Farmers Market 
at Cleveland State University 
opens every Thursday, rain or 
shine, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. until 
Sept. 27; supplying locally grown 
fresh-produce from Ohio farmers.

meet me  
At the mARket: 
Chicken Patties  
from Tea Hills Farms 
Back By Popular 
Demand  
By Donita Anderson

(top) EBT card users can buy fruits and vegetables at the farmers market at vendors such as 
Rainbow Farms. (middle and bottom) Visitors to the North Union Farmers Market at CSU enjoy 
musical performances and a beautiful day on opening day June 7. The farmers market is open 
for business every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. along Euclid Avenue near E.18th Street.  
All photos by Bronson Peshlakai.

Jason Tipton flips a gourmet chicken patty at the Tea Hills Farms booth at the CSU Farmers Market.  
Photo by Bronson Peshlakai.

Tea Hills Farms is the first farm in 
Ohio to create its own USDA process-
ing operation. Their gourmet chicken 
patties are made from all natural, 
antibiotic-free, local chicken, local pro-
duce, local cheese, and organic frontier 
seasonings. In addition, they handcraft 
all varieties of their delicious chicken 
patties in their on-site, family run, 
state-inspected processing facility. 

At this year’s market, Tea Hills farmers 
Cara and jason will also be serving their 
popular gyros, made from their own 
pasture-raised chickens, with local greens 
and their own garlic yogurt sauce. Their 
chicken patties are also sold fresh frozen.

The CSU Farmers Market is open 
every Thursday, 11 a.m  to 2 p.m. The 
market helps create an economy for 
farms like Tea Hills Poultry, as well 
as the other participating local restau-
rants and vendors.

Farmers at this year’s CSU market in-
clude: Bluebird Meadows, Geauga Natural 
Produce, HAPI Fresh, Ohio Farm Direct, 
Rainbow Farms, Tea Hills Farms and 
Woolf Farms. Bakers and food purveyors 
include Blaze Gourmet, Gray House Pies, 
Happy Hour Kettle Corn, judy’s Oasis, 
Plant Kingdom Bakery and SubRosa Tea.  

Donita Anderson is Executive Direc-
tor of North Union Farmers Market.

rameters of Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles, observing the 
campus, reporting problem areas 
and pursuing improvements that 
enhance overall campus safety.

CPTED is based on the idea that 
the proper design and effective use 
of the built environment can lead 
to a reduction in the incidence and 
fear of crime, and an improvement 
to the quality of life. A well-designed 
environment will reduce the like-
lihood of it being targeted for a 
crime. Crime Prevention is defined 
as the anticipation, recognition and 
appraisal of a crime risk, and the 
initiation of some action to remove 
or reduce it.

CPTED takes crime preven-
tion one step further by studying 
the site design and working with the 
development community and public 
development agencies in an attempt 
to create safer designs in new and 
existing developments.

One of Safer by Design’s 
recent projects was the review 
of Trinity Cathedral and Trinity 
Commons. Its objective was to of-
fer recommendations to enhance 
the safety of on and around Trin-

ity, which is in the middle of CSU’s 
campus and close to CSU’s new 
dormitory complex, Euclid Com-
mons.

The Safer By Design team did a 
field assessment that identified 
problem areas, along with recom-
mendations for improvement. Many 
of the recommended chang-
es were simple, low-cost projects 
such as landscaping, lighting, 
signage, natural surveillance and 
housekeeping. Trinity Cathedral 
was diligent in their efforts to im-
prove the appearance and safety of 
their area in response to those find-
ings - exactly the team effort Safer 
by Design envisioned.

The ultimate goal of the Safer 
by Design team is to reach out to 
businesses in the Campus District 
to enhance the safety of the campus 
environment, especially around 
CSU’s campus, often with easy, basic 
and low cost changes using CPTED 
principles.

To learn more about this 
program, contact Officer Beverly 
Pettrey at (216) 687-9323.

Beverly Pettrey is Crime Pre-
vention Officer for the Cleveland 
State University Police Department.

Program Assessed Local Surroundings,  
Recommends Changes To Enhance Safety, Security” 
Continued from Page 4
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YWCA's Early Learning Center: 
One mother's Perspective
By Margaret Brennan

interns bunk At CSu, 
Gives Chance To Explore 
Downtown Cleveland
By Meg Kearns

This summer, Cleveland State Univer-
sity will be "home away from home" for a 
group of college students from all around 
the U.S., while they work at Cleveland-
area businesses as interns.

Summer on the Cuyahoga (SOTC) is 
a unique economic development initia-
tive coordinated with the support of local 
alumni volunteers from Case Western 
Reserve, Colgate, Cornell, Ohio Wes-
leyan, Smith, University of Chicago and 
yale. The objective is to reverse the “brain 
drain” of Cleveland by attracting top 
students to settle in Northeast Ohio and 
thereby realize a “brain gain”.

SOTC provides an opportunity for the 
region to showcase its professional, civic 
and personal offerings to an untapped talent 
pool. For 10 years, the nonprofit has offered 
a high-quality, comprehensive program to 
students from participating universities that  
Continued on Page 9 

One of the best kept secrets in all 
of Cleveland is the Early learning 
Center at yWCA Greater Cleveland. 
yes, you’ll find children at play and 
early childhood education at its best.

Cleveland residents jason and 
Kristen Miller have seen their daugh-
ter Emerson grow and develop at the 
ElC, and they especially appreciate 
the devotion of the staff.

“Emerson loves the caring teach-
ers,” Kristen Miller said. “Everyone 
takes a genuine interest in your child 
and your family. It didn’t take long 
for us to feel like we had known the 
staff at the ElC forever. They are 
so welcoming and caring and we 
couldn’t be happier to have Emerson 
spend her day with everyone there.”

Everyone on staff is doing what 
they love most — working with chil-
dren and helping families establish a 
solid educational foundation for their 
children’s future.

Early learning Center parents are 
kept engaged through a Parental Ad-
visory Council, a monthly newsletter 
highlighting achievements and daily 
communication with teachers.

“The center is designed to serve 
as an extension of the home, so we 
welcome and encourage parental and 
family involvement,” Program Director 
Christine Davis said. “Our success is 

the result of the partnerships that we 
form between parents, their children 
and the teachers.”   

Take a quick glance into any of 
the classrooms at the Early learn-
ing Center and you will see that the 
children in this unique program are a 
reflection of the local community. The 
ElC welcomes children and families of 
all races, ethnicities, religions, socio-
economic status, and other dimensions 
of difference. 

Miller and her husband were first 
attracted to ElC’s convenient loca-
tion, but also felt strongly about the 
diversity of the program.

“We loved that the ElC was lo-
cated close to where we work,” Miller 
said. “Because we live in the city on 
the near east side, it was difficult to 
find a quality child care program 
that was convenient to us. Diversity 
was also very important to us and we 
knew the children attending the ElC 
came from diverse backgrounds.”

“One of the hallmarks of all of 
our programs at the yWCA is our 
strong commitment to diversity and 
inclusion,” Davis said. “At the Early 
learning Center, we have created 
a wonderful environment where 
diversity is celebrated, and this is 
greatly valued by the parents and 
families of the children enrolled 

here. In teaching children to respect 
each other, we are establishing a 
cultural and social foundation that 
will be with them for life.” 

What you need to know about 
the Early Learning center before 
you go

The Early learning Center pro-
vides a high-quality, comprehensive, 
age-appropriate learning environ-
ment for children age ranging from 6 
weeks to 5 years old. 

The Early learning Center is 
open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and is currently 
enrolling children 6 weeks to 5 years 
of age. It is located at 4019 Prospect 
Ave. in Midtown Cleveland — min-
utes from downtown, the Campus 
District and University Circle. For 
more information, contact Program 
Director Christine Davis by phone: 
(216) 881-6878 Ext. 234 or email: 
cdavis@ywcaofcleveland.org

Children enjoy a wide variety of 
age-appropriate activities as part of the 
highly acclaimed Creative Curriculum.   
Experienced and enthusiastic teachers 
help make learning fun while building 
the children’s motor skills, social skills 
and development abilities.

Margaret Brennan is a staff 
member at the YWCA Greater 
Cleveland. 

Interns staying in Cleveland take in city sights while living at 
Cleveland State University dorms in the Campus District.
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"lighting the fire for learning"
Marion Sterling Student's Winning Essay 
by Kena Joli-White

The Sisters of Charity Foundation of 
Cleveland recently sponsored the Carson 
Scholars Fund scholarship competition for 
students at Central’s Marion Sterling and 
George Washington Carver schools. This 
is one of two winning essays.  Next month, 
the essay by Mariah Wells, a sixth grader 
at Stokes Academy, will be featured. 

My reaction to the quote “Education is 
not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of 
a fire” is very powerful and breathtaking. 
The meaning of it to me is that education is 
very powerful. No matter what you do, you 
learn something every day. No matter what 
it is you are learning. Whether you’re learn-
ing from your big sister/brother, or learn-
ing how to cook from your grandmother 
you are learning. No one can stop you from 
learning. No matter what people say, you 
should take your education to the fullest, 
because one day you might be something 
you never thought you would be.

As for me, in school my favorite sub-
ject is Science. I love Science. Science is 
my favorite subject out of all five subjects. 
I love making things, mixing things, do-
ing hands on activities, and learning about 
plants, animals, and the earth. I just love 

nature. This subject keeps me interested 
because science is a field that I want to 
pursue in my life.  I want to dedicate my 
life to being a Scientist.

This subject keeps me motivated 
because it is fun. Science is something 
you deal with on an everyday basis. Such 
as, the way your body works, the way the 
weather changes, and gravity when you 
drop your pencil in class. Science is a 
part of your everyday life. When it is cold 
(winter) like it is now, some people get 
sick and you have to take medicine. How 
do you think scientist know what kind of 
medicine you need? How do you think 
they made that medicine? Scientist are 
here for us (the world, people, animals, 
plants, life etc.). Without them where 
would we be today? Scientists are like 
doctors. They help people with their ill-
nesses and they help find the cures. That is 
what I want to do with my life. I love help-
ing people. I am a very kind and generous 
person. The world needs Scientists and 
I want to help the world find cures and 
make the world a better and safer place 
for the next generations to come. Science 
is just something I want to do. It makes 

me think. It takes my mind places it has 
never been before. Science helps my mind 
wonder. It opens my mind up for what-
ever I need to know. It simulates my brain.

Science also motivates me by giving 
me a chance to learn about the world. The 
world ( the planet earth) is very sensitive. 
We need to keep our planet clean, safe, 
and reproductive. The world can fail by us 
doing the same simple, little, and harmful 
things over years. like garbage, the way we 
get rid of garbage is not safe to our planet. 
It is ruining the soil. If that’s happening, 
the soil that we plant our crops in is not 
healthy or good for our bodies. There are 
many other things we do to our planet that 
is not right or healthy. We need to change 
the way we do things on earth because the 
earth might not survive longer if we keep 
damaging it. In conclusion, science has a 
big impact on my life and I love it.

Kena-Joli White wrote this essay 
as an 8th grader at Marion Sterling, 
and won a $1,000 scholarship for col-
lege. Kena will be attending the Martin 
Luther King  Jr. Campus - Health Career 
Academy this fall, and wants to be a 
doctor or forensic scientist. 

"No matter what 
it is you are 
learning. Whether 
you’re learning 
from your big 
sister/brother, or 
learning how to 
cook from your 
grandmother you 
are learning."
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Rec Centers, Nonprofits 
teaming to Combat Student 
hunger in Summer 
By Justice Bernard Hill

Great Vacations on a Bargain Budget 
get Away Without breaking the bank 
By Fred Dolan

City Pools Open To 
Cool Down, Get Fit 
By Justice Bernard Hill

Students in the Cleveland Metro-
politan School District will find the 
lonnie Burten Recreation Center 
and 20 other city rec centers more 
than just places for fitness activities 
this summer — the centers will be 
places girls and boys can go for free 
boxed lunches.

“With hunger an issue for 
many Cleveland youth the free 
lunches will fill a need,” said Kim 
johnson, who coordinates the 
Summer Food Service Program 
for the Cleveland Division of Rec-
reation. “For some of the young-
sters, the boxed meals will be the 
only food they will eat each day.”

Under the program, the rec 
department received a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, as well as money from the 
State of Ohio to pay for the meals, 
which are similar to the free meals 
all district students get during the 
academic year.

johnson said the mission is to 
ensure no boy or girl goes unfed.

Under the program last summer, 
she said the recreation department 
served more than 85,000 meals, down 
from almost 100,000 it served in 2010.

“Not only do we offer meals at 
all the rec centers, but the Cleveland 
Public library will have meals as 
well,” johnson said. “We also have 
26 playgrounds we’re staffing where 
we’ll be serving lunch as well.”

She predicted more than 
100,000 meals will be served 
this summer, a total that doesn’t 
include meals nonprofit organiza-
tions like the yMCA, the Boys & 
Girls Club, the Cleveland Food-
bank Inc. and Cleveland Catholic 
Diocese will provide for youth.

Overall, more than 150 sites 
around Northeast Ohio will be serv-
ing free lunches to boys and girls.

At the Glenville Recreation 
Center, Halloran Park Skating Rink, 
lonnie Burten Recreation Center, 
Zelma Watson George Recreation 
Center, and Ken johnson Recre-
ation Center, the summer program 
is providing free breakfasts between 
9:30 and 10 a.m.

To find additional locations for 
the free meals, information is avail-
able at: http://tinyurl.com/7o8pvon.

Justice Hill is a writer for the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District.

Sweltering heat is sure to be on 
the forecast this summer making city 
pools a destination to cool down.

The pools should serve as one of 
the highlights of an exciting summer 
of free and fun fitness activities like 
golf, tennis, softball and baseball the 
Cleveland Recreation Department 
has in store for its residents.

Under a program titled “Play, 
Create & Celebrate,” pools are open 
Wednesday through Sunday. On 
Mondays and Tuesdays if the ther-
mometer hits 85 degrees or above, the 
department will open the swimming 
pools from noon to 7:30 p.m.

Children at least 8 years old and 
4-feet tall will be able to swim at city 
pools unaccompanied. 

Participation in swimming is one 
of the best activities for youngsters 
who want to remain active and fit. 
learning to swim provides a child 
a lifelong activity, as well as a life-
saving activity.

“An active child is more likely a fit 
child,” said Debbie Aloshen, manager 
of nursing for the Cleveland Metro-
politan School District. Aloshen and 
other area health care professionals 
can cite findings that show how a sed-

entary life, among other things, has 
affected the health of the city’s youth.

According to recent health statis-
tics released at a city hall gathering, 
childhood obesity among district 
students is on the rise. Those statistics 
trouble Aloshen, who has been with 
CMSD for 25 years.

“Aerobic exercises like swimming 
can do plenty to slow or stop the rise,” 
she said. “The benefits of swimming 
include improved heart health, lower 
cholesterol and blood pressure levels, 
improved circulation, reduced risks 
for diseases like cancer, and improved 
psychological health.”

Physicians recommend boys and 
girls exercise most days of the week, if 
not every day. The various programs 
the recreation department is offering 
city youngsters can help achieve that 
goal, said Kim johnson, who oversees 
the city’s summer programs.

Pools close for the season Aug. 
15, and registration is not required 
to use the pools.

For more information about swim-
ming or other recreation department 
summer programs, call (216) 664-2561.

Justice Hill is a writer for the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District.

With summer upon us, many people 
start thinking about vacations. let’s 
face it; everyone likes to get away, see 
new places, revisit spots they have 
already fallen in love with. Sometimes, 
however, where we would like to go 
and what we would like to do on vaca-
tion are at odds with our budget.

Spending money that you don’t have 
just to take a nice vacation is not only 
hard to justify, it’s suicidal to your finan-
cial well-being. If you put your vaca-
tion on a credit card and paid it off with 
minimum monthly payments, you would 
be feeling the pain for years – long after 
the good-time vibes of those days in the 
sun had vanished.

Please don’t do it.    
But fear not. Even if you have to settle 

for a vacation close to home, there are 
plenty of options to choose from. In fact, 
there’s so much to do locally that you 
may want to schedule a number of one 
day outings or mini-vacations through-
out the summer.

For family vacation activities close to 
home, check out the Cleveland Plus Pass 
that gives you admission to ten major at-
tractions and other valuable traveler dis-
counts in the region. Passes are available 
for 2, 3, and 5 days and are value priced 
for adults, seniors, and children. For 
complete details on the Cleveland Plus 
Passes and a wealth of other information 
on attractions in our area, visit www.
positivelycleveland.com.

Another low cost, no cost, mini-vaca-
tion spot is the Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park, with plenty of activities for the whole 
family. Check out www.nps.gov/cuva/
index.htm for more information about the 
park and all of their upcoming events. you 
may also want to consider visiting the lake 
Erie Islands or Holmes County to experi-
ence the Amish culture and lifestyle.

If your budget allows you to leave the 
area, consider driving instead of fly-
ing. Cleveland is nicely located within 
a day’s drive of a number of large cities 
and beach communities. Even with the 
price of gas where it is today, driving the 
family is still going to save you money 
over flying – and you won’t have to rent 
a vehicle when you arrive.

If you are vacationing without chil-
dren, you may want to wait until after la-
bor Day when school is back in session. 
Not only are attractions less crowded, but 
quite often hotel rates are lower after the 
summer rush. Plus, with the milder, late 
summer - early fall weather, it’s a great 
time to travel.

Okay! Here’s your homework. Now’s the 
time to start planning next year’s vacation.

At Ohio’s First Class Credit Union, 
we offer a number of products and 
services to help make your future vaca-
tions good ones. First, open a Travel 
Club account. Figure out how much 
you’ll need for that next vacation and 
start making regular deposits through-
out the year to meet that goal. By next 
summer, you’ll have the cash for that 
getaway or at least a good start.

For access to cash while traveling, 
OFCCU also belongs to two nationwide 
ATM networks so that you’ll always be 
close to a cash machine when you need 
it, with up to 15 free withdrawals per 
month at network machines.

The credit union also has a VISA 
Card program with no annual fee and 
other benefits to cover travel expenses.

Visit ofccu.com for complete details.
Have a safe, happy, and financially 

smart summer!
Fred Dolan manages marketing for 

Ohio’s First Class Credit Union, working 
along with OFCCU’s General Manag-
er Jeff Spada and his staff.

includes challenging paid summer 
internships, community immersion 
experiences, alumni mentors and  
group housing.

This is the first summer SOTC has 
provided group housing in the Campus 
District, having moved the program to 
Cleveland State from CWRU.

“Summer on the Cuyahoga is delighted 
to be living at Cleveland State University 
this summer,” said Bernie Gosky, SOTC’s 
executive director. “CSU has rolled out the 
welcome mat for the SOTC interns and we 
appreciate the support of the administration 
and the Residence life staff. It’s great to be 
living downtown.”

The students agree Morgyn-Britany 
Hall, a Smith student from las Vegas, Nev., 
commented, “One of the positives is that the 
Healthline is right in front of campus, so it’s 
easy to get downtown, which is great because a 
lot of us work there.”

“It’s close to a lot of amenities. I love Ras-

cal House Pizza and direct access to public 
transportation”, said Greg Braciak, a Cornell 
student from Orlando, Fla.

Alexis Crosby, a student at CWRU and 
life-long Cleveland resident had this to 
say about living in the Campus District, 
“There are a lot of things here that I think 
you wouldn’t normally see in a city of this 
size: our sports teams, our museums, the 
intense cultural diversity. It’s fun, and it’s 
great to be so close to all of that.”

“There’s a dynamic energy here; It’s 
lively and fun! I feel like the city is right on 
my doorstep”, commented Kaitlyn Estes, 
a CWRU student from Howell, MI. Chris 
litzler, an Ohio Wesleyan student from 
Chagrin Falls agree, saying, “I get the true 
sense of Cleveland here.”

For more information about SOTC, 
please visit their website at www.summ-
eronthecuyahoga.com.

Meg Kearns is assistant director of 
Summer on the Cuyahoga.

Campus District Eateries and Healthline & Trolley Busses  
Highlight of CSU Dorm Location For Interns 
Continued from Page 7
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Civic Commons Song  
Contest Needs Your Vote 
By Daryl Rowland

(larger image) Civic Commons Curator of Conversation Dan Moulthrop
(aka DJ Dan) gives a sample of a song submission to the Civic Commons
song contest. (smaller image) A screen shot from a contestant video. 

When the Civic Commons 
announced a songwriting contest 
where aspiring singers and rappers 
were asked to rap about a favorite 
civic issue, and set it to a beat, 
established Northeast Ohio musi-
cians like Dee jay Doc and Harry 
Bacharach stepped up to meet the 
challenge. 

young lesser-known artists 
like Matt leSeur also contrib-
uted an original video and the 
Civic Commons team even 
contributed a video, which is, by 
their own admission, “neither 
worthy of, nor eligible for the 
$500 prize.”

Contestants were tasked 
to “Make up lyrics about an issue 
you care about. you can sing or 
you can rap. Any idea you have for 
fixing your community or a press-
ing issue you want to talk about? 
Sing or rap about it and get it out 
there. Do you have a brilliant plan 
to make your town more beauti-

ful? Do you think trash collection 
is not working the way it should? 
Everything sounds better when 
you sing or rap it.”

Deejay Doc, a musician, deejay, 
music producer and teacher, rapped 
about the importance of getting to 
know your neighbors with a sunny 
confident flow. Harry Bacharach 
crooned about Cleveland’s place in 
the world of music, and Matt leSeur 
focused his spoken word contribu-
tion on the importance of green 
energy. 

But the contest isn’t over. The 
submissions are just the first step. 
Now it’s time for the community 
to watch the videos and vote on 
the best submission. To vote on the 
winner, all you have to to do is go 
to http://theciviccommons.com/
pages/Civic-Commons-Song-Con-
test and sign in to the Civic Com-
mons. you can invite your friends 
to participate with Facebook, Twit-
ter, or other social media. The vot-

ing takes place over the next several 
weeks. The $500 prize winner will 
be announced in july. 

The Civic Commons Website 
is designed to be the 21st century 
town pub or coffee house, where 
people come together to share 
ideas, make plans, and get stuff 
done to improve their community. 
Members can start a conversation, 
invite others to join them and 
take action with tools like peti-
tions, votes, organization profiles 
and more on the way. Offline, the 
organization does hands-on com-
munity engagement in Northeast 
Ohio. 

For more information, citizens 
can go to theciviccommons.com or 
contact the Civic Commons team at 
(800) 530-8507.

Daryl Rowland is Market-
ing Manager for the Civic Com-
mons, an online pub, where citizens 
meet, share ideas and forge plans to 
address community issues. 

Arts magazine from Campus 
District makes Debut
By Michael Gill

There’s a new art magazine in town, and it happens 
to show that the Campus District is becoming one of the 
region’s busiest centers for visual art.

The first quarterly Collective Arts Network journal 
rolled off the presses at Consolidated Graphics the first 
week of june, and is available around town. It’s a group 
effort, in which the region’s galleries have essentially “made 
their own media” by joining forces and pitching in.

CAN journal is currently based at Zygote Press, at 
East 30th Street and St. Clair Avenue. Included on the 
summer issue’s pages are stories from Campus District 
neighbors like William Busta Gallery, Zygote Press, 
Proximity Gallery, City Artists at Work and Red Dot 
Project. Additional members of the Collective Arts 
Network include our neighbors Convivium 33 and 
the Morgan Art of Papermaking Conservatory. There 
are almost two dozen other galleries from around the 
region on CAN’s pages.

In addition to the voices of member organizations, 
CAN journal offers reporting and commentary from 
some of the region’s best known writers on the arts, 
including Dan Tranberg, Douglas Max Utter, Erin 
O’Brien and editor Michael Gill. look for the CAN 
journal at your neighborhood gallery or library, or 
your favorite coffee shop.

Michael Gill is editor of CAN Journal and the North-
east Ohio bicycling publication, Great Lakes Courier. He’s 
also a printmaker, working at Zygote Press.

"it's a group effort, 
in which the region's 

galleries have essentially 
'made their own media' 

by joining forces and 
pitching in."

Second Annual Arts QuARTer 
Show: 'Cranking it Out'
By Michael Gill

To say something new about rustbelt life — 
specifically about the hives of activity that 
brighten neighborhoods, and about using the 
cast-offs of obsolete industry as raw material — 
has been a pursuit of Cleveland artists for decades. 
The piece that won “Best of Show” in the Arts 
Quarter juried Exhibition epitomizes that tradi-
tion. justin Playl’s “Press for the Reproduction of 
the City (exploring loss of Information Through 
Continued Recreation) No. 2” is a fanciful parody 
of a printing press with a wheel that rolls out the 
same pattern over and over. Playl works at the 
40th Street Foundries studio.

His piece has muscle: It’s built on four steel 
mounts like legs with galvanized, adjustable feet for 
leveling on uneasy terrain, or pock marked factory 
floors, or pot-hole-ey streets. On the business end, 
it’s got a wooden wheel carved in relief, a gear with 
chunky teeth, driven by steel gears with more of the 
same. It’s got humor: it mixes the idea of expression 
through sculpture with a mechanized print-making 
process, which means reproducing the same thing 
over and over. The whole thing is stocked with 
an industrial size roll of toilet paper, which –in 
combination with the repetitive wheel--maybe says 
something about the ongoing effort to produce and 
reproduce.It’s a piece that’s hard not to like—at least 
if you live in Cleveland.

Curated by Cleveland Museum of Art’s Barbara 
Tannenbaum, the Arts Quarter show presents 29 
works made by artists whose studios are in the 
St. Clair / Superior Arts Quarter. All together, the 
list of artists whose work is included in the show 
reveals that the neighborhood is home to a lot of 
art making muscle. Among the artists whose work 
was selected are laila Voss, Corrie Slawson, Baila 
litton, Amy Casey, Maggie Denk, jen Craun, Susan 
Squires, Phyllis Fannin, lori Kella, Achala Wali, 
Beth Walley, lisa Schonberg, and Andrea joki. 
As Tannenbaum wrote in her juror’s statement, 
“jurying the Zygote Press ArtsQuarter Exhibition 
convinced me that “the Qauarter” certainly is a 
burgeoning and vital arts area for Cleveland.” . . . 
The show “testifies to the liveliness and sociability 
of this important urban enclave for the visual arts.”

Several other entrants won prizes sponsored 
by organizations in the neighborhood. The Brian 
Kramer / Mark DePaul collaboration, Crossfire,” 
a work in serigraphy on wood, won the Neigh-
borhood Prize; Phyllis Kohring Fannin’s paper 
lithography and chine colle work, “last Moment 
in my Arms” won the Morgan-Red Dot Prize; 
and Mason Milani’s ink and acrylic on cardboard 
piece “Defacto” won the jak Prints Prize.

The exhibit is on view at Zygote Press (1410 E. 
30th St.) through July 7, 2012. Free. 

Michael Gill is editor of CAN Journal and 
the Northeast Ohio bicycling publication, Great 
Lakes Courier. He’s also a printmaker, working 
at Zygote Press.

Justin Playl's “Press for the Reproduction of the City (explor-
ing Loss of Information Through Continued Recreation) No. 
2.”  Photo courtesy Mike Gill.
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Coming to the morgan Conservatory: 
Watch, Learn, and Create with Local and International Artists 
By Lauren Sammon

Double exposure: Two Exciting New Exhibitions at the Morgan Conservatory 
By Susan Kelley

The Morgan Art of Papermaking 
Conservatory and Educational Foun-
dation is pleased to present its latest 
exhibition featuring the work of Qian 
li and Don lisy. The works of these 
two artists can be viewed from july 20 
to August 26, with an opening recep-
tion with the artists scheduled for 
Friday, july 20, 2012, from 7 to 9 p.m.  
The Morgan Conservatory is located at 
1754 East 47th Street.

a Thousand stairs – Qian Li
Through painting, print, and mixed 

media, this series explores how history 
and the social environment influence 
one’s identity and decision-making, ul-
timately shaping the culture landscape. 

As a participant artist in the Mor-
gan Conservatory’s Paper Bank Project 
in 2011 (generously funded by the 
residents of Cuyahoga County through 
a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts & 
Culture), Qian became enamored with 
handmade paper, its many variations, 
and the influence it had on her work. 
Qian has just completed an Artist 
Residency at the Morgan Conservatory 

where she made paper allowing her for 
the first time to create the foundation 
for her drawings. This exhibition show-
cases her current body of work. 

Born and raised on the north-
east coast ofChina, she was educated 
at the Central Academy of Art and 
Design (now the Academy of Arts 
and Design,Tsinghua University) in 
Beijing. She earned her MFA in 2003 at 
UMass Dartmouth, where she started 
to introduce digital processes to her 
artwork. Qian has worked in a variety 
of media including video, digital print, 
interactive art installation, 3D/2D 
animation and web.

She has exhibited frequently in 
theUS, Europe, andAsia. Her work was 
recently shown at the 20th Internation-
al Video Festival Bochum in German, 
the Boston Cyber Art Festival, the 
Festival Miden in Greece, the 12th In-
ternational Video Festival Videomed-
eja in Serbia; Transhift in Tennessee; 
SIGGRAPH; Kinetic Image in Virginia; 
the International Video Festival in 
Indonesia; the Electronic language 
International Festival’ in Brazil; and the 

International Symposium of Interactive 
Media Design in Turkey.

Awards include the “Individual Excel-
lence” award and grant from the Ohio 
Art Council 2008, and “Best in Show” at 
the eighth annual “Image Ohio” event. She 
is an associate professor in Cleveland State 
University’s Art Department.

“in-between” - Don Lisy
It is in the in-between that Don lisy 

resides. Process meets ideas. Working 
materials until their breaking point. 

Influenced by Francis Bacon and 
Egon Schiele, each of Don’s works is 
created in one session. By immediately 
succumbing to the emotional energy 
that inspires his work, Don feels he is 
best able to represent that emotion if 
he can complete that work before the 
feeling dissipates.

With subject matter consisting 
mainly of self portraits in landscape-like 
atmospheres with subtle textural layers, 
each resulting work is more of a self por-
trait of an emotional event rather than an 
image concerned with aesthetics.

Don works in oil, acrylic, gouache, 

charcoal and oil pastel, on surfaces 
ranging from printmaking paper, can-
vas, wood panels to shelves. Don uses a 
subtractive manner of application. First 
applying media to the surface, he 
scraping or erasing off elements and 
then goes back into the surface with 
additional shapes, lines, brushstrokes 
and repeats this process allowing the 
image to emerge in an organic fashion.

This exhibition was first launched in 
2011 at Hausmann Millworks in San An-
tonio, Texas. Don will be adding some ad-
ditional pieces to the Morgan Conservatory 
launch. Don has shown his art extensively 
in New york, Cleveland and Iowa.

Born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, 
Don attended the Cleveland Institute 
of Art where he studied Printmaking 
and Painting from 1992-1995. Don 
currently resides in Brooklyn, New 
york and continues to dedicate himself 
to his own personal artistic vision.

Susan Kelley is a staff member at 
The Morgan Art of Papermaking Con-
servatory and Educational Founda-
tion. Visit the Conservatory online at 
www.morganconservatory.org.

1 32 4 (1) Qian Li - Fire#1 (2) Qian Li - 
Fire#2 (3) Don Lisy - Sonic Texture 
(4) Don Lisy - May 4. All images 
courtesy Morgan Conservatory. 

The Morgan Conservatory is a Cleveland nonprofit art 
organization that promotes and preserves the art of hand 
papermaking, book making and print. .

These workshops have a diverse following from first 
time papermakers to commercial artists, and from col-
lege students to retirees looking for a new experience and 
everyone in between.

Shawn Sheehy, from Chicago, is teaching a brand-new 
course A Pop-Up Field Guide to North American Wildflow-
ers on july 14-15 which will step you through the process 
of creating stunning and structural pop ups that can be 
used to create a book, greeting cards and more. His com-
mercial pop-up clients include the American Girl Com-
pany, American Greetings and Pee-wee Herman.

On August 18-19, Claudio Orso will be teaching relief 
prints carved in Shina plywood, wax plates and other 
alternative materials. Orso is a printmaker and ceramic 
sculptor from Turin, Italy, and lives in Oberlin.  He started 
and laid the foundations for the Big Parade, an Oberlin 

all-town event that takes place every May.
On july 7-8, Steve Pittelkow, from Minnesota, will teach 

the magic of marbled paper which stems from a longtime 
desire to personalize his own bookbinding with distinctive 
papers. Over the years, he has experimented with a wide va-
riety of paints and papers in a quest for materials that allow 
students a rich and satisfying marbling experience. Pittel-
kow’s papers appear in museum collections and are used by 
binders and book artists all over the world.

Fran Kovac from Columbus will take you upside-down, 
back-to-back and side-by-side with a double-book structure 
on August 11-12. Kovac has been binding books since 2002, 
and has a particular interest in historic bindings. She has 
studied binding with Pamela Spitzmueller, Hedi Kyle, jim 
Croft, julia Miller, Dan Essig and Shanna leino, among 
many others. She works primarily in wood and metal, 
adapting historic binding structures to contemporary uses. 

If you are interested in exploring how you can create 
Continued on Page 12 

We Want Your Story! Write or report 
for the Campus District Observer. For 
more details contact us at 
info@campusdistrict.org

Calling All Writers 
& Reporters
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and dye both two- and three-dimensional 
works made from your own handmade pa-
per then Paper Line: Pulp Painting as Script 
with Toronto-based artist Emily Cook 
on August 25 and 26 is the one for you.  

you will gain more from these work-
shops then just a set of skills. you will walk 
away with finished work, a sense of strong 
community that transcends the one or 
two days that the workshops run, and a 
new outlook on what you can create.  

To see a full list and descriptions 
of all workshops and to register online 
please visit our website www.morgan-
conservatory.org or call (216) 361-9255. 

Space is limited as several workshops 
are already sold out, and early registra-
tion is recommended. The Morgan 
Conservatory is located at 1754 East 
47th St., Cleveland, OH 44103.      

Lauren Sammon is the Pro-
gram Coordinator at the Morgan.  
A graduate of CIA, she is also an 
artist, photographer, and community 
supporter/activist. The Morgan Art 
of Papermaking Conservatory and 
Educational Foundation is an Ohio 
non-profit art center dedicated to the 
preservation of hand papermaking 
and the art of the book.

Coming to the morgan Conservatory: 
Continued from Page 11

July at cleveland Public 
Library’s sterling Branch
Tuesday, July 3 at 3 p.m. 
Plants vs. Zombies showdown 
Did you ever notice that you feel like a zom-
bie after eating a lot of junk food or sugary 
snacks? Would you rather feel energized, 
strong and powerful? Come learn about 
zombie-proof foods, then take on the virtual 
zombies in our Plants vs. Zombies game 
challenge. For school-age children.

Tuesday, July 10 at 3 p.m. 
great grub, gross grub contest  
Find or create a recipe for the best or worst 
food you can imagine. Creativity and origi-
nality are the name of the game! Then, join 
us for the Great Grub/Gross Grub show-
down at the end of the week. Audience votes 
decide who wins the Great Grub and Gross 
Grub Awards! For school-age children.

Friday, July 17 at 3 p.m.  
Worms Eat Our garbage  
Did you know that worms help us to grow 
food and get rid of garbage? Wiggle into 
the library to find out more! learn all about 
worms, and the science and wonder of 
vermiculture, then meet the worms who will 
eat our garbage here at the library. Visit the 
worm-composting condo for the rest of the 
summer! For school-age children.

Tuesday, July 24 at 3 p.m. 
The Weirdest Thing i Ever ate  
Would you eat snake’s blood, sheep’s stomach 
and silk worms? Some people do! Take a weird 
food tour around the world and try some 
foods that might be new to you. Picky eaters, 
beware! (But we promise there won’t be any 
bugs or blood on our menu!) For Teens.

Tuesday, July 31 at 3 p.m. 
smart Eating Jeopardy!  
Test your knowledge about healthy eating 
by playing Smart Eating jeopardy! For 
school-age children.

Wednesday, august 1 at 10:30 a.m. 
spend, save, share! 
Basic financial education concepts such as 
spending, saving and sharing are ex-
plored through stories, songs and activi-
ties.  Funded by PNC: Grow Up Great! For 
preschool children ages three to five.

Wednesday, august 1 at  1 p.m. 
Nasa in Your Neighborhood  
There is no food in outer space. So, what do 
astronauts eat? Plants don’t grow in outer 
space. Or do they? you can’t make rocket fuel 
from plants. Or can you? Now is your chance 
to find out! NASA is here to share all sorts of 
amazing facts about food, gardens and fuel....
in space and here on Earth. Find out about 
outer space technology that made its way back 
down to Earth! Who knows? you might end 
up in space someday! For school-age children.

Every Thursday in July
cleveland state/North Union Farmers Market 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
csU campus, in the 1900 block of Euclid
CSU’s Farmers Market is every Thursday 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and features the best 
in fresh, local vegetables, fruits, flowers, 
potted plants, bedding plants, poultry, maple 
syrup, eggs, honey, pork, baked goods, dairy 
products, grass-fed beef and more. Now 
accepting SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program) EBT Cards and get 
up to $10 matched tokens to buy fruits and 
vegetables. For more information, go to:  
www.northunionfarmersmarket.org.

July through september 16
Take a Hike! Downtown  
cleveland Walking Tours
Experience Cleveland’s rich history on four 
unique guided walking tours featuring 
actors and actresses portraying impor-
tant Clevelanders from the past. Gateway 
District Tour - Every Thursday: Meet at 6 
p.m. at The Arcade (401 Euclid Avenue). 
Historic Warehouse District Tour - Every 
Saturday: Meet at 10 a.m. at Constantino’s 
Market (1278 West 9th Street). Canal Basin 
Park Tour - Every Sunday: Meet at 10 a.m. 
at Settlers landing RTA Station (1025 West 
Superior Avenue). Playhouse Square Tour 
- Every Tuesday: Meet at 6 p.m. at the State 
Theatre lobby (1519 Euclid Avenue). Free 
admission. Donations are encouraged. For 
more information, go to www.cleveland-
gatewaydistrict.com or call (216) 771-1994.

Friday, July 20
Opening reception 
Exhibition by artists Qian Li and Don Lisy
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Morgan Conservatory located at 1754 E. 47th St.
The Morgan Art of Papermaking Conserva-
tory and Educational Foundation pres-
ents an exhibition featuring the work of art-
ists Qian li and Don lisy. The works can be 
viewed from july 20 to August 26, with an 
opening reception with the artists scheduled 
for Friday, july 20, 2012, from 7 to 9 p.m.

 

July 29
Tri-c Metro’s summer campus Backyard BBQ
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Metro campus courtyard
you’re invited to the Metro Campus for a Sum-
mer Campus BBQ Cookout! Featuring ribs, 
BBQ chicken, brats, coleslaw and more, all at 
affordable prices. Open to everyone. Sponsored 
by Metro Student life and Aramark. For more 
information, call (216) 987-3092.

sParX city Hop
saturday, september 15, 2012
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Explore cleveland’s vibrant neighborhoods
Experience cleveland’s history through
walking tours. celebrate cleveland’s
arts & culture scene.
Now in its tenth year, CITy HOP cel-
ebrates the strength and power of our 
community. This renowned one-day event 
draws 25,000 patrons annually to explore 
what makes our city so special…connect-
ing them to more than 70 galleries and art-
ist studios, 100 restaurants, several markets 
and dozens of retail shops. Free trolley 
service “hops” patrons to core Cleveland 
districts including Downtown, the Historic 
Gateway Neighborhood, Playhouse Square, 
Ohio City, Tremont, St. Clair/Superior, 
AsiaTown and the Campus District.

(top) Claudio Orso (bottom-left) F. Kovac Double Book (bottom-right) Shawn Sheehy - Violet Pop-up.   
All photos courtesy Morgan Conservatory


